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Born in Elazi§g on the South
East of Turkey, Saim Dursun,
depicts, with the warm
liveliness of light and color on
his spatula, the true Anatolian
picture uncovering the strong
willpower of Turkish people
and their joy of life despite
hardship.
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Extraordinary Times

By Mehmet Giin

We are pleased to commence our monthly e-mail newsletter to update our community and clients about legal
developments in Turkey and begin with a brief description of current state of Turkish justice.

As the developments frequently makes headlines in international media we, the Turkish people, have been living in
extraordinary times since the 15 July 2016 military coup attempt. Whilst it was generally known that members of a
faith-based movement had worked their way up the ranks of almost all state institutions and secured the key
decision making posts, we all trusted in their good intentions for our nation and the country.

The judiciary was the most infiltrated, we had thought. The
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movement. We were relieved that the better of two evils
happened and the coup attempt failed.
6.000+ applications
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was revealed that the Gllenist members in the army tried to
overthrow elected government and once more they failed.

Since 20 July 2016 an extraordinary state of emergency has been in place. There has been intensive enactment of
rules and amendments on a number of laws in a very wide spectrum; some of which clearly goes beyond the scope
of the state of emergency. However, the Constitutional Court surprised us all in declaring that it lacked jurisdiction to
scrutinize government decrees made under the auspices of the state of emergency.

Under the state of emergency the state is moving swiftly to clear the state institutions. Tens of thousands of public
officers have been sacked from service. Thousands of movement members have been imprisoned under temporary
arrest orders most of which are believed to be through rule of thumb assessments.

Almost 40% of the judges and public prosecutors have been sacked from the judiciary as they were identified as
members of the movement or being linked to it. The vacuum is being filled with the quick appointment and
deployment of young, inexperienced and ill-trained judges, while the courts and the judges already on duty are
continuously reorganized and rotated. However these depressing developments created enormous anxiety among
the remaining members of the judiciary and have caused additional delays in both civil and criminal proceedings,
and the quality of trials and judgements are plummeting.

The main opposition party CHP’s Justice March has been welcomed by the general public reflecting the ever
burgeoning civil society effort to improve justice in the country.

In the area of civil dispute resolution through state courts mediation has been forced on parties, especially in labor
disputes while commercial arbitration is flourishing after the recent establishment of the Istanbul Arbitration Center.

Despite these extraordinary times our firm remain tall and straight, and committed to providing uncompromised
quality legal services at the highest ethical standards.
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We are a full service law firm providing national and international businesses with transactional, advisory and dispute resolution services across a broad
range of industry sectors in Turkey. All lawyers work in Turkish and English and also offering fluency in German and French.
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